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INTRODUCTION

Our Task

Propose an experiential intervention for 
Sackville Gardens in Manchester, England 
that:
1) Interprets local queer history
2) Responds to the environment
3) Engages the senses
4) Considers what visitors will do, with 

whom, and how they will feel
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SITE ANALYSIS

Map views of Sackville Garden
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CONTENT ANALYSIS

Sackville Gardens is located in Manchester's Gay Village, along Canal Street which is the 
neighborhoods main hub for pubs, restaurants, and events. Canal Street plays a very important 
role in Manchester's queer history, dating back to the 50s it was used as a hidden queer space 
after the use of canals decreased. Over time, Canal Street has become associated with the queer 
community being the heart of the Gay Village. Sackville Gardens provides many opportunities 
for visitors to learn about queer history, such as the stature of Alan Turing, The Beacon of 
Hope, and the Queen Bee.
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GUEST ANALYSIS

Audience Personas

Name: Robert 
Age: 35

Robert is an unhoused 
individual that has been 
living in Manchester his 
whole life, who is always 
in search for hot water 

and places to hang around 
locals and tourists.

Name: AJ
Age: 27

AJ recently moved to 
Manchester and is actively 

looking for welcoming queer 
spaces that doesn’t involve 

alcohol. Most places on Canal 
street are pubs, and he hopes to 

find a place that is accessible 
during the day and night.  

Name: Gina
Age: 22

Gina just graduated 
college and has been solo 

travelling the UK for a 
month. She loves taking 

photos and wants to seek 
places to capture the 

greenery in Manchester. 

Name: Cornelius
Age: 75

Cornelius has always been a 
history buff, and has been 

educating himself on queer 
history since the start of this 
year. He hopes to gain more 

knowledge about the quaint gay 
village of Manchester, while 
finding the frequent spots of 

the locals. 
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MARKETING ANALYSIS

Marketing Materials 

Streetlight Banners
Streetlight Banners outside of Gay Village will help to 

direct where the gardens are, along with presenting 
itself as an analog communication.
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MARKETING ANALYSIS

Marketing Materials 

Flyers 
Flyers also align with the theme of analog 
communication, which will specifically cater to those 
that do not have access to phones. 

Local Pub Advertisements 
Pub advertisements will allow us to reach our audience 
for those that want daytime fun after a night out, along 
with allowing for queer people to discover new spaces. 
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WRITTEN PROPOSAL

We plan to implement interactive water and communal areas within 
the park that provide connection, love, queer visibility, and education 

on the history of Canal Street. 

Making queer love 
visible in Manchester

The expression of 
queer love

Strengthening 
connection with the 

local community

Our proposal focuses on:
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CONCEPT SKETCHES

Initial Sketches
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BEST PRECEDENT EXAMPLES

Inspiration from Public Spaces

CheonggyeCheon tream
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BEST PRECEDENT EXAMPLES

Moodboard
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DESIGN VISUALIZATION

LGBTQ+ 
Queen Bee

Alan Turing 
Memorial

Bridges

Community 
picnic area

Communal 
edible garden

Beacon of 
Hope

Plaques 
with 

historical 
information

Gayzebo
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DESIGN PALETTE

Muted, pastel rainbow 
colors give a softer, more 
welcoming feel.

The colors are easier on 
the eye compared to 
pride colors, but still 
reflect the meaning.

The water in the pond will 
be a light blue color, 
providing a clean and 
inviting look for visitors 
to feel a desire to interact 
with.
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DESIGN VISUALIZATION

Situated in the 
middle of the water 
feature, the Gayzebo 
is the connection 
point between two 
bridges. Visitors 
can seek shelter, 
socialize, and 
congregate in this 
space.
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DESIGN VISUALIZATION

The center of the 
Gayzebo would hold 
metal gridded heart 
sculpture visitors 
could hang locks on. 
This provides a 
place for the 
community to 
openly display their 
love, similar to 
popular lock bridges 
around the world.
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DESIGN PALETTE

Plaque Examples
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FINAL CALL TO ACTION FROM THE DESIGN TEAM

Our design aims to provide the city with an accessible and inviting park that offers 
resources, community building and educating passersby on the history of Canal 

Street. 

Call to Action

The water feature 
symbolically and literally 

connects the use of 
canals, while the bridge 
symbolizes overcoming 

obstacles, making 
connections, and 
bringing people 

together. 

The heart sculpture in 
the Gayzebo allows 
for an interactive 

aspect for visitors to 
hang locks on and 

express their love to 
their community.

By incorporating a 
bridge into the park, it 

symbolizes Canal 
Streets’ role in queer 

history for 
Manchester. 


