
The Davisville Spoke ‘O Motive
WAYFINDING SYSTEM FOR THE DAVIS TRAIN STATION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Davisville Bicycle Station communicates movement and stillness by drawing 
inspiration from two main vehicles of transportation that relate to the city’s foun-
dation: the steam train and the bicycle. 

Lines, blurred imagery, and track-like signage systems are informed by themes 
of movement, while focused imagery, material, and placement dictate stillness. 
Combining the two themes allows the audience to understand that motion can be 
safely slowed by a simple bike lock. 

LOOK BOOK:VOCABULARY OF SIGNS:

IN SITU RENDERINGS:

SIGN LOCATION PLAN:

FORM, PALETTE, AND MATERIALS:

AUDIENCE PERSONAS:

PRELIMINARY SKETCHES

Images of stillness and motion blur were used as inspiration for textural elements used 
throughout this signage system.  Traditional signage posts were considered, as well as tradi-
tional typography associated with railroads. Interactivity was explored with the concept of the 
doctor’s office moveable toy, replacing the circular blocks with letters spelling out “Davis”. All 
ideas were necessary to consider before moving forward with the final iteration. 

Initial sketches consider vari-
ous forms relating to transpor-
tation as the structural founda-
tion. Broken and solid road 
lines, hollow frames, corner 
intersections, train tracks, and 
lines implying motion were all 
considered before deciding 
on a final direction. 

Celebratory Sign: This interactive sign allows for users to push the “D”, “V”, and “S” back and forth on a track, as well 
as the “A” and “I” on the back track. Davis visitors and locals can climb the base and walk through the sign as well as 
pose in front for a great picture. This sign is intended to welcome people to Davis and pay respects to the railroad that 
built this town.  

Interpretive / Recognition Sign: The “How The Train Made Davis” sign is an interactive and informative sign to share the 
histroy of the train station and the city of Davis.

Directional / Orientational Sign: This sign type is meant to direct and help bikers reach the top destinations in Davis 
best. This gives users a map of downtown Davis and the fastest routes to the top three destinations - Arboretum, 
Central Park, and UC Davis campus.

SITE EVALUATION/EXISTING CONDITIONS:

The Davis train station has vari-
ous opportunities to activate the 
space while travelers wait for 
their train to arrive. As visitors 
enter the space, they are greet-
ed with a large concrete island 
filled with palm trees and bike 
racks placed in close proximity 
to the train’s main point of arrival. 
Activating this space was a 
prime consideration, as there is 
opportunity to engage, educate, 
and positively impact waiting 
passengers.
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Alana: 49 years old 
Lives in Davis and commutes to Sacramento
Locks bike to rack in the morning at 7:30am
Returns in the late afternoon at 5:45pm
Commutes four times a week and works from one once a week 

Albert: 58 years old 
Professors that live in Sacramento and works at UC Davis
Leaves cheap commuter bike at the bike rack over night 
Unlocks bike in the morning to bike to campus at 7:45 am
Returns in the evening to bike rack to leave bike at 4:30 pm
Takes the train back home at 4:45 pm 

Hank: 35 years old
Works at the train station in the safety department  
He leaves his bike there for his 9 am - 5 pm shift 
Monday - Friday 

SIGN DETAIL:
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This interactive sign allows for users to push the “D”, “V”, and 
“S” back and forth on a track, as well as the “A” and “I” on the 
back track. Davis visitors and locals can climb the base and walk 
through the sign as well as pose in front for a great picture. This 
sign is intended to welcome people to Davis and pay respects to 
the railroad that built this town.  

Celebratory Sign 
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Interpretive + Recognition Sign

The “How The Train Made Davis” sign is an 
interactive piece that shares the history of 
the train station and the city of Davis.

Using the theme of movement, the sign 
consists of 4 slide-outs with information 
relating to the image on its respective 
slide-out. Orange knobs provide an intuitive 
understanding of the interactivity.

8’ Prior to the construction of the 
railway system, the region was used 
primarily for farming and raising 
livestock . August 4, 1868 marks the 

freight services arrived. 

The city of Davis was named after 
farmers Jerome and Mary Davis who 
owned a 12,000 acres ranch that 
would later make up most of the city 
of Davis. 

Built in 1868, the railroad system 
transpor ted goods and passengers, 
leading to the g rid system 
developmen t of the land into a 
university town.

Previously known as the Davisville 

was built in 1913. The Depot today 
remains as a historic landmark to 
remember the integral role of the 
railroad to the city of Davis.

HOW THE TRAIN 
MADE DAVIS

6’

6”

6”

6”

9”

9”

84”
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3”

3”

3”

raised wooden frame

textured aluminum panel

back

nails in the back

rusted steel

wood grain aluminum

12”3” 3” 1.5”

front

12”

18”

aluminum slabs to prevent 
slide-out from going 
beyond intended area
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0.5”

laminated inkjet 
print
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0.25” depth

sideback

front
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Directional + Orientational Sign
This sign type is meant to direct and help 
bikers reach the top destinations in Davis 
best. This gives users a map of downtown 
Davis and the fastest routes to the top 
three destinations - Arboretum, 
Central Park, and UC Davis campus.

5.4’

12”3” 3”

10”

6”

6”

6”

AMTRAK

AMTRAK

UC DAVIS

AMTRAK

getting 
to UCD 
campus

getting to 
farmers 
market

where 
you are?

CENTRAL PARK

AMTRAK

0.5 mile | 2 minute bi ke ride 

ARBORETU M

AMTRAK

0.4 mile | 2 minute bi ke ride 

UC DAVIS

AMTRAK

0.6 mile | 3 minute bi ke ride 

DAVIS
DESTINATIONS

10” 10.5”

10” 10.5”

CENTRAL PARK

AMTRAK

0.5 mile | 2 minute bik e ride  

rusted steel

wood grain
aluminum

12”3” 3” 1.5”

All three 
material will be 
mounted by 
adhesive glue. 

wood grain aluminum

powdered 
coating steel

ink jet on 
aluminum

CENTRAL PARK

AMTRAK

0.5 mile | 2 minute bi ke ride 

The wood and metal posts 
will be attached with 
screws from the back. 

The posts are rectangular 
with rounded edges. 
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SIGN LOCATION PLAN LOOK BOOK
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6’

Regulatory SignInterpretive + Recognition SignDirectional + Orientational Sign

SIGN TYPES

7’ 6’ 6’7’7’

8’ Prior to the construction of the 
railway system, the region was used 
primarily for farming and raising 
livestock . August 4, 1868 marks the 

freight services arrived. 

The city of Davis was named after 
farmers Jerome and Mary Davis who 
owned a 12,000 acres ranch that 
would later make up most of the city 
of Davis. 

Built in 1868, the railroad system 
transpor ted goods and passengers, 
leading to the g rid system 
developmen t of the land into a 
university town.

Previously known as the Davisville 

was built in 1913. The Depot today 
remains as a historic landmark to 
remember the integral role of the 
railroad to the city of Davis.

HOW THE TRAIN 
MADE DAVIS

The directional + orientational sign documents 
where the viewer is in bright orange, and provides 
3 different routes to prominent locations such as 
the arboretum, Central Park, and the UC Davis 
campus. The maps are placed based on their 
proximity to the viewer’s location. The routes are 
labeled both at the top as well as  in the pictogram 
and colors for quick understanding.

The interpretive + recognition sign informs viewers 
about the history of the train station and its role 
in the creation of the city of Davis. The piece is 
interactive and consists of 4 slide-outs that contain 
information underneath, each one correlating to the 
historical image on its respective slide out.

The regulatory sign emphasizes ROAM and focuses 
on informing bikers and pedestrians on how to 
properly lock their bikes in order to prevent crimes 
like bike theft. The sign also provides other areas 
that use ROAM to encourage bikers to check all 
the places out.
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UC DAVIS

AMTRAK

getting 
to UCD 
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getting to 
farmers 
market
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you are?

CENTRAL PARK

AMTRAK

0.5 mile | 2 minute bi ke ride 

ARBORETU M

AMTRAK

0.4 mile | 2 minute bi ke ride 

UC DAVIS

AMTRAK

0.6 mile | 3 minute bi ke ride 
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Perspective View In Situ 2
This perspective view in situ is an honorary sign for visitors and 
locals of Davis to interactive with and view a new city monument. 
With its placement at the train station and its interactiveity, this sign 
will serve as a playground, honorary historical symbol and modern 
represenation of the city of Davis.
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Perspective View In Situ 1
The perspective view in situ allows for the signage system to 
be visualized in reality.  This perspective view features the 
identification sign (right) and the interpretive+recognition sign 
(left) to create an idea of how it would be seen and interacted 
with at the site location.
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Perspective View In Situ 3
The perspective view in situ is of the bike island in the 
parking lot of the train station. This allows for users to park 
their bike and learn about the best desinations and important 
bike safelty all in one hub.
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TYPOGRAPHY

MATERIALS

GRAPHIC ELEMENTS

DISPLAY BODY

PRIMARY COLORS

PICTOGRAMS & SYMBOLS

ADOBE CASLON PRO BOLD

sign pole connectors: 
rusted steel

motion blurred textures 
for background depth

alternating weights of lines 
representing movement 

bicycle farmer’s market arboretum

UCD  campusdirectional arrows

celebratory sign: 
powered steel letters
on concrete base

sign horizontal bands: 
wood grain aluminum

individual signs: 
textured aluminum
with printed images

ADOBE CASLON PRO SEMIBOLD

ADOBE CASLON PRO REGULAR

DIN 2014 EXTRA BOLD
DIN 2014 REGULAR
DIN 2014 EXTRA LIGHT
DIN 2014 EXTRA LIGHT

#D1683A

#3D3D3D

#FFF8EC

#D1683A

#3D3D3D

SECONDARY COLORS

#FFF8EC


