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PHASE 1
summary

After viewing Warren Marr’s photographs we found that many of the pictures shared common characteristics: repeated perspective and visual similarity. From 
that, we derived our main concept: change is an everyday part of our lives. We began designing the exhibition by selecting the images, then creating an appropri-
ate space for the show. 

Objects have distinct installation needs; the nature of the walls, the quality of 
the light, and the scale of the spaces.

—Victoria Newhouse, Art and the Power of Placement

“
”

SCHEMATIC DESIGN: Developing Our Concept
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PHASE 1
exhibition brief

TITLE

VENUE

DATE

AUDIENCE

LOCATION

SIZE

NO. OF OBJECTS

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

CORE IDEA

BRIEF

Change
A series of photographs by Warren Marr

Descanso Gardens, La Canada Flintridge, CA

April 12 - July 1, 2007

General, all ages

Gardens

4000 square foot structure

39

Low light display for large photographic prints, 
temporary structure building materials

Although his subject varies, Warren Marr presents the same point
of view - showing similarities between seemingly different pictures.
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PHASE 1
object list

After looking at the complete works of Warren Marr, we collected his best 
photographs and discussed our options for presentation. We organized the 
photographs with sizes, titles, locations and numbers.
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PHASE 1
preliminary sketch

Since the Descanso gardens does not have a gallery space for such an exhibit, 
we undertook the responsibility of designing a building primarily for presenting 
art. Certain ideas and concepts had more appeal to us than others: the use of 
a ramp, the emphasis of the horizontal (from the photograph size, and from 
the landscape of Descanso Gardens) and the integration of the outdoors on the 
interior.
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PHASE 2
summary

Taking into consideration the location of the proposed gallery and the content of its first exhibition, we decided to create a rectangular building. Since the struc-
ture is supposed to be a temporary building, we used simple wall structures and renewable materials, such as bamboo flooring. The upper level gallery generally 
would be an open space, any interior walls or stuctures can be changed easily. We then controlled the pedetrian flow with curved walls and fabric screens. The 
first floor contains the gallery store, workshop, office, and the entry to the gallery. 

No matter what happens in the world of human beings, it happens in a spatial 
setting, and the design of that setting has a deep and persisting influence on 
the people in that setting.

—Edward T. Hall, The Hidden Dimension

”

CONCEPTUAL DESIGN: Spatial Planning

“
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PHASE 2
model & floor plan

The complete model scale is 1’ : 1/4” 

Since our concept circulates around the idea of change and choice, we began 
the exhibition with Warren Marr’s Which Way Sign allowing the viewer to 
choose the direction of their experience. Their experience could one of two pos-
sibilities, to the right is the experience of life to death, while the left is death 
to life. Whichever path they take, they both return to the center and travel 
down a corridor of fabric and words, back to everyday life.

Model

ramp 2nd floor gallery

perspective



5

4_2nd floor gallery screen installation

1_from the 2nd gallery entrance 2_from the exit

3_ramp entry on the 1st floor 5_elevator & stairs

1

2

3

4
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PHASE 2
model & floor plan

Model Detail
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PHASE 2
model & floor plan

The most interesting architectural feature of the first level is the ramp; start-
ing on the inside, the ramp climbs out of the building into the outdoors of 
Descanso Gardens, allowing for a different viewing perspective. As the primary 
entrance to the second level gallery, it was important to make the ramp angle 
accessable for all. 
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Floor Plan, ground level

Level 1
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PHASE 2
model & floor plan

For the second level, we really wanted to include a gathering area where 
people can sit and look out over the gardens. In the exhibition space, we 
wanted to give people a choice as to which path to take. The first image 
encountered is directional, the image points to the left and right, allowing the 
viewer to choose a path that best appeals to them. 
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PHASE 3
summary

Finalizing the object placement, we then considered display materials. Deciding on wire as a means of mounting, we continued to emphasize the long horizontals 
of landscapes. In the center corridor, we chose to use fabric walls to separate without dividing strongly and to help guide people to the space. We chose a neutral 
color for the walls and decided on the exterior copper skin for its ability to weather and change.

How can the objects be best displayed so that they will attract attention, hold 
an audience and tell their story.

—Kathleen McLean, Planning for People in Museum Exhibitions
”

DETAILED DESIGN: Finalizing Object Placement & Articulation

“



b_wall

CHANGE
A series of  photographs by

Warren Marr

The projected picture moves from the right to the left.

a

ba_ 1st floor gallery entrance

Descanso Gardens

MAP
Fine Art Gallery

Descanso Gardens
1418 Descanso Drive
La Canada Flintridge, California 91011

Descanso Gardens

MAP
Fine Art Gallery

Descanso Gardens
1418 Descanso Drive
La Canada Flintridge, California 91011

1.5m

0.75m

3m

maps

painted dry wall

projection perspective - level 1

Eun Jin Kim
Vicki Ly

Design 185
Fall 2006

PHASE 3

The large black and white projection will be a moving “film” of Warren Marr’s 
photographs in the exhibition. Projected onto a partially sheer nylon fabric, 
the projection brings images of the outdoors, inside. Behind the screen lies the 
ramp, creating an ephemeral mood reflective of the exhibition concept

Elevations - Level 1 gallery

exhibition details



TEXTTEXT

white nylon

vertical wires connect to the floor and ceiling

quotes are printed on the fabric

Big Pine Death Valley Road
June 1998, Inyo National Forest, CA

0‘

5‘

10’

60” 5” 5”
b_wall

a_temporary fabric wall

The prints are wrapped in lexan laminate over gatorfoam
and installed on horizontal wires.

Labels are made of transparent lexan laminate with black print. b

a

perspective

“From high vantage points on clear days you can almost see forever, just 
enough to realize how much visual information is normally missing and 
already lost due to atmospheric pollution.”
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exhibition details

Elevations - Level 2 gallery

TEXTTEXT

white nylon

vertical wires connect to the floor and ceiling

quotes are printed on the fabric

Big Pine Death Valley Road
June 1998, Inyo National Forest, CA
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a_temporary fabric wall

The prints are wrapped in lexan laminate over gatorfoam
and installed on horizontal wires.

Labels are made of transparent lexan laminate with black print. b
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perspective

“From high vantage points on clear days you can almost see forever, just 
enough to realize how much visual information is normally missing and 
already lost due to atmospheric pollution.”
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Natural lighting

: Since Southern California has ubundant sunlight most days, it is important 
to use natural light for energy conservation and sustainability. Through the 
1’ wide long slits on the ceiling along the 1st floor gallery, natural light will 
be provided and used for basic lighting in the lower gallery space. 

5‘

0‘

0‘

10
‘

10‘

3.5‘

15
‘

Artifitial lighting

: Lighting equipment for exhibit spotlights will be installed as shown; also, 
the lights are movable in all directions. For this exhibition, the 1st floor 
gallery’s artificial lighting will be used as circulation guide above the ramp.

seating

: box-shape long chairs will be placed along the right side of the 1st floor 
gallery. (capacity: 3x 11persons)

Projection

: a temporary box will be installed along the right side of the 1st floor 
gallery and the multible numbers of projectors will provide continuous 
moving projection with b/w images of exhibits.

0 1 2 4

PHASE 3
exhibition details

Elevations - Lighting Level 1



Natural lighting

Lighting

drywall
:painted plywood

Skin
: stylized copper

structural wall
: insulation embededinside

interior floor
: light color bamboo

deck/ramp floor
: dark color wood

Material swatch
on fabric wall: fabric will be fastened by wires Artificial lights

Print installation
on wall :horizontal wires are connected to the wall behind through the drywall
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PHASE 3
exhibition details

Elevations - Lighting Level 2
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PHASE 4
summary

Design is the intermediary between information and understanding.
—Richard Grefé, AIGA

”

DETAILED DESIGN: Exhibition Graphics

“

We chose 4 key images to be used in all promotional graphics, in order to futher emphasize the horizontal line of the building and photographs. With these im-
ages, we created invitations, large banners, and a map. 
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PHASE 4

The typefaces we chose to use for this exhibition were Garamond and Franklin 
Gothic. We wanted to utilize a serif font and a sans-serif font; these typefaces 
are used throughout the exhibition, from the title wall to the object labels. 
With the sans serif providing improved legibility, the sans-serif provides a more 
classic feeling, especially with the raised letters on the title block.

Typography

exhibition graphics
Title wall

“Some places are better left alone.”

Level 2 Fabric Quotation

“From high vantage points on clear days you can almost see 
forever, just enough to realize how much visual information is 
normally missing and already lost due to atmospheric pollu-
tion.”

“For us humans they take the edges off our own hard surfaces 
by their amazing variety of sizes, forms, colors, and textures.”

“… looking at the same thing over and over again is very different 
than seeing something for the first time, when the obvious pops out. If 
you’ve already looked at a scene 50 times, it’s much more of a chal-
lenge to find a new perspective on the 51st try…”

“It’s really about all the choices one has to make…”

“I’ve always been fascinated by the concept of change. We think we 
live in a static environment, but in fact things are always in flux. We 
change. The land changes underneath us.”

CHANGE
A series of photographs by Warren Marr

“I’ve always been fascinated by the concept of change. We think we 
live in a static environment, but in fact things are always in flux. We 
change. The land changes underneath us.”

“I’ve always been fascinated by the concept of change. We think we 
live in a static environment, but in fact things are always in flux. We 
change. The land changes underneath us.”
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PHASE 4

Our four key images were chosen based on their feeling and ability to interest. 
From these four images, we chose our color palette and created four versions 
of the exhibition promotional graphics. 

Key Images

exhibition graphics

background

typograph

type background
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PHASE 4

Invitations

exhibition graphics
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“I’ve always been fascinated by the concept of change. We 
think we live in a static environment, but in fact things are 
always in flux. We change. The land changes underneath us.”

DEAR PATRON,

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO THE DESCANSO 
GARDEN FINE ART GALLERY’S EXHIBITION
OPENING OF CHANGE: A SERIES OF PHOTOGRAPHS
BY WARREN MARR
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DEAR PATRON,

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO THE DESCANSO 
GARDEN FINE ART GALLERY’S EXHIBITION
OPENING OF CHANGE: A SERIES OF PHOTOGRAPHS
BY WARREN MARR

QUOTE K,JG,JYF MGD NGD C

WARREN MARR

CHANGE
A series of photographs by

EXHIBITION OPENING

To
.

APRIL 12 - JULY 7, 2007

Ginko Trees size 20” X 60”

To
.

APRIL 12 - JULY 7, 2007

DIRECTIONS: 
Descanso Gardens is located near the 
intersection of the 210 and 2 freeways.

Location: Camellia Garden

Juniper Stump, Grandview Point size 20” X 60”

WARREN MARR

CHANGE
A series of photographs by

EXHIBITION OPENING

1418 Descanso Drive
La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011

DIRECTIONS: 
Descanso Gardens is located near the 
intersection of the 210 and 2 freeways.

Location: Camellia Garden

1418 Descanso Drive
La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011
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“I’ve always been fascinated by the concept of change. We 
think we live in a static environment, but in fact things are 
always in flux. We change. The land changes underneath us.”

DEAR PATRON,

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO THE DESCANSO 
GARDEN FINE ART GALLERY’S EXHIBITION
OPENING OF CHANGE: A SERIES OF PHOTOGRAPHS
BY WARREN MARR
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DEAR PATRON,

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO THE DESCANSO 
GARDEN FINE ART GALLERY’S EXHIBITION
OPENING OF CHANGE: A SERIES OF PHOTOGRAPHS
BY WARREN MARR

QUOTE K,JG,JYF MGD NGD C

WARREN MARR

CHANGE
A series of photographs by

EXHIBITION OPENING

To
.

APRIL 12 - JULY 7, 2007

Ginko Trees size 20” X 60”

To
.

APRIL 12 - JULY 7, 2007

DIRECTIONS: 
Descanso Gardens is located near the 
intersection of the 210 and 2 freeways.

Location: Camellia Garden

Juniper Stump, Grandview Point size 20” X 60”

WARREN MARR

CHANGE
A series of photographs by

EXHIBITION OPENING

1418 Descanso Drive
La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011

DIRECTIONS: 
Descanso Gardens is located near the 
intersection of the 210 and 2 freeways.

Location: Camellia Garden

1418 Descanso Drive
La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011

Outside

Inside
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PHASE 4

Large Promotional Banner- Billboard etc.

exhibition graphics
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PHASE 4

Large Promotional Banner- Bus

exhibition graphics

WARREN MARRCHANGE A series of photographs by
April 1- July 7, 2007
Fine Art Gallery in Descanso Gardens
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PHASE 4

Brochure- Map

exhibition graphics


