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CREATIVE BRIEF 
& PROJECT 
OUTLINE

PROJECT SUMMARY

 The project was to redesign a signage system for the Tahoe 

Center for Environmental Sciences (TCES) facility located at on the 

Sierra Nevada College campus.  The center serves as a research 

facility and educational center for several other academic institutions, 

including: UC Davis, the Desert Research Institute, and the University 

of Nevada, Reno. Because the building houses many institutions with 

varying visual identities, the challenge was to create a signage system 

that could represent the center as a whole without excluding or favoring 

any one group. 

 Some of the prominent issues identified in the current signage 

system included: lack of guiding design standard in system, huge 

variety of materials (most of which not LEED certified materials), lack 

of directional signage, bad placement of existing signs, and clutter of 

information (flyers, brochures, event advertising, and free-standing 

signage).

 Thus our main focus was to create a clear, concise, and 

informational signage system. Simplifying and prioritizing the necessities 

for the building drove our design process. 

The following sign types were examined:

Exterior:

 Sierra Nevada College Main entry sign 

  Directional signs (vehicle & pedestrian)

Interior: 

 Orientation sign (building map & directory) 

 Directional sign  

 Information sign (key room identification) 

 Regulatory sign (general room identification)

 Celebratory sign (docent recognition) 

 Interpretive sign (LEED Informational signs) 

AUDIENCE

 The daily occupants of the building include students, volunteers, researchers, educational 

groups, and college administration. TCES offers educational tours and exhibits to the public, and the 

majority of the first floor exhibits are targeted towards children. However, the remaining floors house 

research laboratories and offices not frequented by the public. Therefore signage is mostly focused on 

first floor visitors who may not know their way around the building; signage must be able to convey 

information clearly and appeal to all age groups.

GUIDELINES

Use UC Davis/Sierra Nevada College design standards for color and type

Utilize more LEED certified materials in signage system
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COLORS/MATERIALS 
PALETTE

Inspired by the natural environment 

surrounding the TCES building.
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SIGN REFERENCES

The following are examples 

of dimensional signage. Each 

sign uses different materials to 

emphasize its shape and form.
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OUTDOOR 
PATHWAYS &
SIGN LOCATION 
MAP

Tahoe Center for
 Environmental Sciences

Sierra Nevada 
College Library

Parking

Door Entrance Directional Sign

Current Roadways

Walking Directional Sign

Driving Directional SIgn

Main Entry Sign

Driving Pathway

Walking Pathway

Key
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INDOOR 
PATHWAYS &
SIGN LOCATION 
MAP

Volunteer Appeciation Walls

Rooms not in Public Use

Green Building/Leed Info

Reception

Orientation Pilon

Floor Directory

Pathway

Key

Assembly Room

Elevator

WC

WC

Exhibits

Vizualization Lab

Classroom

Study Lounge
Student

Work Room
Conference

Room

FIRST FLOOR
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SKETCHES

ROOM
IDENTIFICATION

DOCENT
APPRECIATION WALL

GREEN POINTS
OF INTEREST

LEED CERTIFICATION SIGN & 
GREEN BUILDING POINTS

FLOOR LEVEL
DIRECTORY
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SKETCHES FOR
MAIN LOBBY
ORIENTATION SIGN
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COLORS, FONTS,
PICTOGRAMS &
LOGOTYPES

Mp25899

Kryptonite 

Green

LRV 21.7

Mp28434

Granny Smith

LRV 39

Mp56966

Orange 

County

LRV 22.9

Mp10217

Rich Brown

LRV 5.8

Mp25771

Bayou Blue

LRV 15

Mp25956

Royal Purple

LRV 7.4

Mp25849

Durango Grey

LRV 24.6

Futura Std. Medium Oblique

1234567890

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Futura Std. Bold

1234567890

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Futura Std. Medium

1234567890

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Berkeley Oldstyle Italic

1234567890

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Berkeley Oldstyle Bold

1234567890

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Berkeley Oldstyle

1234567890

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

FONTS PICTOGRAMS

PAINT COLORS (MATTHEWS PAINTS)

LOGOTYPES

l a k e  t a h o e
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OUTDOOR SIGN
LEVELS

          ParkingP

         Library

             Tahoe Center of             Environmental Science

              Tahoe Center of              Environmental Science

         Library

CAMPUS ENTRANCE SIGN CAMPUS OUTDOOR
DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE
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INDOOR SIGN
LEVELS

RECEPTION 
DESK

VI
SU

A
LIZ

AT
IO

N
 L

A
B

149

La
ur

a 
Ko

iv
un

en
 &

 Jo
ha

nn
a 

Su

333

1

2

Education Center

Visualization Lab

Green Exhibits

Assembly Rooms

Reception Desk

General Classrooms

Student Labs

Reference Office

Admin. Offices

UC Davis Labs

TERC Main Office

Conference Room

Faculty Offices

THE CHARLES SODERQUIST 
DIRECTOR’S OFFICE

126

DR. SAMUEL GEOFFREY
SCHLADOW

DIRECTOR,  TERC
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LEEDTM CERTIFIED

The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
Green Building Rating System™ encourages and accelerates 
global adoption of sustainable green building and develop-
ment practices through the creation and implementation of 
universally understood and accepted tools and performance 
criteria.

LEED is a third-party certification program and the nationally 
accepted benchmark for the design, construction and 
operation of high performance green buildings. LEED gives 
building owners and operators the tools they need to have 
an immediate and measurable impact on t
performance. 

LEED promotes a whole-building approach to sustainability 
by recognizing performance in five key areas of human and 
environmental health: sustainable site development, water 
savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and indoor 
environmental quality.

PLATINUM CERTIFICATION

The Tahoe Center for Environmental Sciences was 
awarded the highest level of LEED certification on 
10/04/2006 for its variety of environmentally friendly 
building features. 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an immediate 
and measurable impact on their 

rformance. 
LEED promotes a whole-
building  etc. etc.

MATERIALS 
SELECTION

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an immediate 
and measurable impact on their 

rformance. LEED 
promotes a whole-building 

WATER SAVINGS

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an 
immediate and measurable 
impact on t  
performance. LEED 
promotes a whole-building 

INDOOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an immediate 
and measurable impact on their 

rformance. L

SUSTAINABLE 
SITE DEVELOPMENT

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an immediate 
and measurable impact on their 

rformance. LEED 
promotes a whole-building 

Recycled

These toilets get their 
water from a water 
capturing system on the 
roof that recycles 
rainwater and snow melt.

Graywater

LOBBY ORIENTATION
COLUMN

FLOOR LEVEL
DIRECTORY

DIRECTIONAL
SIGNAGE

ROOM
IDENTIFICATION

KEY ROOM 
IDENTIFICATION
SIGNAGE
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DIRECTOR’S OFFICE

126

DR. SAMUEL GEOFFREY
SCHLADOW

DIRECTOR,  TERC

OUR DOCENTS
Henit ullutem dolobor iri-

ure dolore vendre diam dit 

 nummodiamet, con hen-

digna faccummod dolore 

magnibh el iniatum auguer 

si elesenim dolummo do

sit lummy nulla ad tatisi 

eummod doloreet ametum 

adignis sequipi smodolo-

bor incipit, quisi bla feum 

irilisit lumsand ignib

adignis sequipi smodolo-

bor incipit, quisi bla feum 

irilisit lumsand ignib

FIRST

LAST NAME

FIRST

LAST NAME

FIRST

LAST NAME

FIRST

LAST NAME

FIRST

LAST NAME

FIRST

LAST NAME

FIRST

LAST NAME

FIRST

LAST NAME

FIRST

LAST NAME

FIRST

LAST NAME

LEEDTM CERTIFIED

The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
Green Building Rating System™ encourages and accelerates 
global adoption of sustainable green building and develop-
ment practices through the creation and implementation of 
universally understood and accepted tools and performance 
criteria.

LEED is a third-party certification program and the nationally 
accepted benchmark for the design, construction and 
operation of high performance green buildings. LEED gives 
building owners and operators the tools they need to have 
an immediate and measurable impact on t
performance. 

LEED promotes a whole-building approach to sustainability 
by recognizing performance in five key areas of human and 
environmental health: sustainable site development, water 
savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and indoor 
environmental quality.

PLATINUM CERTIFICATION

The Tahoe Center for Environmental Sciences was 
awarded the highest level of LEED certification on 
10/04/2006 for its variety of environmentally friendly 
building features. 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an immediate 
and measurable impact on their 

rformance. 
LEED promotes a whole-
building  etc. etc.

MATERIALS 
SELECTION

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an immediate 
and measurable impact on their 

rformance. LEED 
promotes a whole-building 

WATER SAVINGS

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an 
immediate and measurable 
impact on t  
performance. LEED 
promotes a whole-building 

INDOOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an immediate 
and measurable impact on their 

rformance. L

SUSTAINABLE 
SITE DEVELOPMENT

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an immediate 
and measurable impact on their 

rformance. LEED 
promotes a whole-building 

Recycled

These toilets get their 
water from a water 
capturing system on the 
roof that recycles 
rainwater and snow melt.

Graywater

GREEN POINTS OF
INTEREST SIGN

LEED INFORMATION
SIGN

DOCENT APPRECIATION 
WALL
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CAMPUS 
ENTRANCE SIGN

MATERIALS
Logo: Painted Acrylic

Blues: Painted Aluminum

Base: Sheet Rock

Pillars: Concrete

Note that measurements are

approximate, based on 

photograph of current sign.
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CAMPUS OUTDOOR
DIRECTIONAL 
SIGNAGE

MATERIALS
Logo: Painted Acrylic

Pillar: Painted Aluminum

Base: Concrete

Text: Silkscreen   
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MAIN LOBBY
ORIENTATION 
COLUMN 1/2

MATERIALS
Feet: Acrylic

Directory: Painted Acrylic

Column: Painted particle board

Text: Silkscreen   
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DIRECTIONAL 
SIGNAGE

MATERIALS
Attachment: Acrylic

Column: Painted particle board

Text: Silkscreen   
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GREEN POINTS OF 
INTEREST SIGN
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MATERIALS
Base: Painted particle board

Text: Silkscreen    

Photo-Voltaic

875 solar panels collect 
energy from the sun to 
provide electricity used 
in the building.

Panels

Low VOC 

875 solar panels collect 
energy from the sun to 
provide electricity used 
in the building.

Materials

Native Plants
Only native plants were 
used in the landscaping. 
Once established, native 
plants require no irrigation 
or fertilization.

Recycled Wood

Trees harvested from the 
footprint of the TCES 
building was milled 
onsite and used for 
interior trim 

LOGOTYPES

               Energy Efficiency                         Indoor Environment Quality                       Materials Selection                        Sustainable Site Development                         Water Savings 
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MATERIALS
Base: Painted particle board

Text: Silkscreen   
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LEEDTM CERTIFIED

The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
Green Building Rating System™ encourages and accelerates 
global adoption of sustainable green building and development 
practices through the creation and implementation of universally 
understood and accepted tools and performance criteria.

LEED is a third-party certification program and the nationally 
accepted benchmark for the design, construction and operation 
of high performance green buildings. LEED gives building owners 
and operators the tools they need to have an immediate and 
measurable impact on t�������������	&����formance. 

LEED promotes a whole-building approach to sustainability by 
recognizing performance in five key areas of human and 
environmental health: sustainable site development, water 
savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and indoor 
environmental quality.

PLATINUM CERTIFICATION

The Tahoe Center for Environmental Sciences was 
awarded the highest level of LEED certification on 
10/04/2006 for its variety of environmentally friendly 
building features. 

ENERGY EFFICIENC Y

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an immediate 
and measurable impact on their 
��������	&����formance. 
LEED promotes a whole-
building  etc. etc.

MATERIALS 
SELECTION

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an immediate 
and measurable impact on their 
��������	&����formance. LEED 
promotes a whole-building 

WATER SAVINGS

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an 
immediate and measurable 
impact on t�������������	&�
performance. LEED 
promotes a whole-building 

INDOOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an immediate 
and measurable impact on their 
��������	&����formance. L

SUSTAINABLE 
SITE DEVELOPMEN T

High performance green 
buildings. LEED gives building 
owners and operators the tools 
they need to have an immediate 
and measurable impact on their 
��������	&����formance. LEED 
promotes a whole-building 
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